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have co Ion lived mid proervd.

There is a time in the life of a states),!
when, in the language of Mr. Jetfrrson,
" feeling the physical effect of an ad vann-
ed age. he ought not to doubt it mental ef-

fects also ;" ami, for one, I am content with
the honors which my country has already
conferred on trie, and am unwilling, by seek

ah'u.'aieJ to retoie the gojd ter tugs-- hid
sv-i- to have depaned liom among ur, .i;

to revive the empire of reon which, mi l

the most gloomy posture of public affair, i

the surest guido to a jtit and proer condu
Kill.

"Men will not reaon wheu their passion
ire up ;" and it i the true philosophy t

lovn mucins and of en'ightetied tateniei
t MKithe aud smoo h away the cause, re--

iiuaginery, which may (e calculated ti

rodnce results unfriendly to the h
M (

runs action of the Go erntw (nij
f thi jrreat nnd confederacy.
Coiisid' 101S (.oimected wit h my pri vait

ifiiirs, which, during the summer, must or

lie C'lcpait which bind us together

The true question for the considerate u
of the Southern States of ihe Union al the
lime, are comprised in the inquiry

1st. Mas the Constitution been violated
by the Federal frovernment in a manner
aud to an extent, injurious to ihe iniere-- t
of these States of the ri.ihtn
property and secured by an express pmviaux
of that instrument and to Ilia:
equality among the State of the Union, and
i lie ciiigeus thereof, without wh ell theCon-tiiuiio- n

wouid never have been formed or
ratified ?

2d. I lave the measure of the Govemrv.rr.!
been of such a diameter as to destroy a just
equilibrium among ihe States, and to give
ior a. I tune to come, an unconditional ma- -

jority 'o one stcliou of the Union over the
section which recognizes the institution oi
African s avery, so that the section beiuj
thus, posses-e- d of the entire over in an the
iritucne ol the Government niHy so

tlie Constitution as to place tie
outheru S nie iu 'he condition of -- iipp -

iinis, iusteiid of equa s, di'p-udaii- t for every- -

nmg connected wi'h their weditre or na- -

tiona. poiicy, on the absolute will of their
associates iu the coiilederation which pow
er, thus possessed, an experience has shown.

i.. be exercised lor ectiounl purposes.
3d. If the Constitution has been violated,

un. I the lights of the Southern Siates there
by put in jeopardy, are these violations of
uch a diameter as to call tor uliimate mea

sures to correct them, aud to place, on a

tire totnidmioii, the institution ol slavery.
as it has existed from the period of our coio-- '
dial condition d vvn to the present time :

lhese are matters of grave importance,
which will call forth the cami and dispas
sionate consideration of the Convention;
but if it should be the determination of that
Iwily, that ihe evils of which we complain, '

and the infractions of the Constitution are
of such a character that no hope of redress
can be found short of a mnnly declaration of
our rights as freemen, and the sons of free- -

men, that it will remain for this body to dc- -
cide whether our rights should be simply
asserted, without nny practical effort to
inaintniii them iu the existing circumstances
of the country, or whether the time for de-

finite ac. ion has arrived. These are ques-
tions which cannot be lightty disposed of.

The meeting of tfie Convention having
U eu postponed to a nt day, ample op--

portunny (or rellecnon and tor the develop- -

inent ot ihe policy and action of other biatcs,
when calmly considered, may lead u to a
s..fe and -- aiisfactory conclusion

The first duty of a fr.'e people towards
the Government ol their choice is. allegi- -

mice Hlid obedience to its constitutional
aws and ordinances; and ihe highest duty

of the Gov eminent towards the people, over
whom its power' and jurisdiction extern!,
is proiecti u against wrong internal and i

ext. uial the luaintaiuaiireof a iiistequali-- 1

ty, both of burdens and benefits, in ail the .

elaiion- - subsisting between ihcm, social
mid polittca: nnd the preservation of that
ilieriy which lias been rendered sacred to
- by the memory of those who aehievid it, '

and by the blessings which its enjoyment
have spread over the wide extent of this free ,

ud happy country.
These respective duties and obligation

being faithfully observed and executed, will,
Without a resori to the various expedients )

of military power, secure, for all time to
come, the Union Of these States and the
larinony of 'he people without regard to j

xeographical boundaries or sectional inter
ests, t'reserve tne constitution unbroKen,
and we may safely say ef this Union tsto
perpetua.

I shall again address my fellow-citizen- s

on ihe stale of the country, aud the causes
which, in my judgment, have contributed
to bring ou lis the fearfui crisis which now
threatens our political existence.

It is my purpose, botore ihe approaching
e ectiou for members of the Convention, to
review the measures of the first session of
the 31st Congress, w ich have been subse
quentiy made the test of patriotism ; aud we
find a long list of the names of our dlstin- -

gui-he- d Sent tors and Representatives who
come forward and commit themselves as po- -

itical propagandists, and ostracise all who
do uot subscribe to their confession ol faith,
as unworthy to serve their country iu any
capacity whatever, either under the State or
Federal Government. Indeed, so sacred
are these measures held by this new nciola
of statesmen and patriots, that they not only
denounce, with bitter imprecations, ail who

lmll dare to question the sublime efficacy of
these lies ling measures; but the unfortunate
victim of ihir denunciations is gravely held,
by these learned iur'sis, to be guilty ot the
crime of high treason against the majesty of
the law.

Constructive treason i abrogated by an
express provision of the Constitution; but
iu this age of -- progress, the definition of
.1,1. hi.rh nrT.... ..rain.t our ft-- (iovmi.
ineut ha been carried back to the days of
Jeffries and Titus Oats. . .

Everything at this day is treasou which
comes in conflict with the will of the ma
jority, whether that will comports with the

loi vv nli h.s h.n-i.j- t . k , ,. nij , ,,
i and merry laugh. Ouv friend I,h- - visit
dilTrn nt tunes nearly fery , h,,rt r, ; ,h,

ity H the happy, well-dre-

nek in their allotted pnrt of each hou-- r
if worship, and he Ims frequently remVinei
a listen to the dinvwrse direej to them.
U funeral. h has wi.- - rrorP5SIfW m"" :.w and free, sad b

ha notice mon hesr)fc, wrrow ou ,h,
"".. of ihe African for hi inater than oi
the pan of the proud white relative of thi
deceased.

Our friend ha alo learned that a hrh
snd cruel master Is tarely to bo found; tha'
-- uch man would lie driven out of society
hut ihe nw would be invoked and grante-fo- r

the protection of the slave; that everv
where hi domestic comfort and relation-ar- e

considered ; that even his holiday ai.
fixed as niatier of right, and stringent pen
n ties prohibit the rupture of hi family ties
or 'he sepnrn'ion of m"'hcr "ii ' liihlren

An acquaintance, engaged in p'anting,
invited our frietH to visit him at hi resi-

dence on the coast, lie saw the overseer
with hi big whip a traditional scarecrow

and his old prejudices returned. He re-

mained three weeks, and during lint who e
time but one i lists nee of chnsuserncul oc-

curred, on a plantation embracing some three
hundred hands. The scoundrel deserved n
for he had stolen a jar of sweetmeats which
the mistress had sent to his sick wife. Our
friend, in company wiih his host nnd the
wife of the host, frequently visited the plan-

tation hospital, and was surprled at wit-

nessing the patience with which they lis-

tened to the details of various complaints,
more especially when he learned thtit they
paid 40 a physician a salary of five hundred
dollars to visit it once every day. An el-

derly and intelligent negress was installed
as nurse over sonic thirty little black objects,
ranging iu age from 12 downwards, aud
our friend was delighted with their antics.
Being in a merry mood, he essayed to in-

dulge iu some pleasantry with them. They
became his friends at once, and crowded
around him whenever he made his appear-
ance. Iu fact, their efforts to pleas) him
were absolutely annoying, lie rods out
one day to observe their nude of labor.
The owner of the place was wiih him. As
they drew nigh to the sugar field, where the
slaves were toiling, aud chattering, aud
laughing, an old negro, who seemed to be
a favorite, walked up to the horses' heads
and demanded some " bacca." The mas-

ter seemed displeased, and aked if ha had
not received hi supply. His' reply,' that
oine "nigger" had stolen it, secured him

a few chews. As the two rode on, they
were sul ol ed with bows aud smiiiug recog-

nitions. On their return, they visited ihe
"quarters," and intense was the surprise of
our friend when he observed the order, and
cleanliness, and romlort, tha everywhere
prevailed. He had often witnessed the
filthy hovels of laborers at the North, vic-

tims of a vicious social system, and the con-

trast was ovei whelming. One duy. the
owner became iudisposed, aud it was airius
iug to witness the anxiety of the blacks ou
his behalf, nor would some four or five stur-

dy ol fellow consent to depnrt to the scene
of their day's labor umil the master had
promised to send them word, every hour,
regarding the state of hi health. Our friend
was pleased to hear that 'hey enjoyed a
Saturnalia each Saturday afternoon, and the
entire Sunday, preaching, feasting or dan-

cing as they saw fit. lie was foiued to be-

lieve that their life was a happy one. The
banjo rung oui its wild melody upon the
night air, and the sound of many fooistejis
accompanied the untutored music. He did
not recollect when he had witnessed so
much unalloyed happines, a he found on
the plantation of his acquaintance. He saw
that when old ago came ou, and the limbs
refused service, the veteran were employed
in some very liifht occupation, or were per-

mitted to bask their existence away, in sun-

shine or shade.
Now our northern friend has cened to

decry slavery His notions about human
rights, and volition, ud freedom, from edu
cation and iu'eliigence. have ail died away
n the breeze. He pines to be surrounded

by happy, black souls and to own them too.
Some parts of the system of slavery he rep-

robates a unnecessary. He admits there
are evils connected with it, but he knows
not how to avoid them. The cruelties and
. .. .si i i. i j I rIiaWsnips, mat lie nau nearo. ami ma oi.
before his advent at the South, he pro--

uoiiuces Blue Beard tale, and with no
wild foundation. He has learned

that it is the wteresiol the master to be
kiud. He must act with the slave as with
his younger children. Humanity, social
obligtii.ous, the temper of the laws and his
own interest teacti tne uuty o aiuuness anu
care. Of all forms onservitude negro s ave- -

ry i the happiest. Of all classes ol laborer
cheerful, the easiest work- -

-- hy rf ""6,t
eu. me ts.
the Vttlliel 1IU ttie most COUieill. ill tie- -

r.,. I on utrjitiul m ffivi.miili find nil sristo- -
6 - - - " - -
crat. ll i proud ol fits master, struts like
a jackdaw ou Snnd.iy, and always boasts of

the work he can do. aud the big price he
brings whvu put up f r sale. Our uurthern
friends soon perceive all this. They uJuure
the cheerful philosophy and fine physical
dtvelopineut of the men, ihi voliipuiou
for.ns, warm euijiions and g.ossy comp.ex- -

ioiw of the women., ihey alw ays contrive j
to marry outueru wives wtio-- e iiropcny
consists in slaves, alid it i observed, par- -

liildon ou Siiturikty U'.hl-- , .o un ivliiit-ma-s
ur binhilsy il n ier, but double tak,

nJ half a ration j( meat with tl.o bone ia '

The Sight to Sercde.
' ''.!

Onenf tha most ridicuTon huinbtijri
put forth by ibe presses on the aide of
ennWhlntion, is the humbii! thftt .,

aovfreiffii State has not lb right to "
cede that pc'iiort would xs rebel
linn. Rrbfllinn t indVrd As jfoner
aovrrrign oonM not ilrrlino nny longer
aMooinfirtii wi'h fellow soMTpiKnSjbut
it would be rebellion, forsooth. Tbo
preht mind which frntnrd the I)cc1a.
ration of Independence, knew ns well ,

m any other man th;t ever lived in the
tide of time, what nr the risr.hr) of
men, indivi lually n oititetti or collec- - ...
tively as S'utes. Iti.ldi declaratior, a

he Buys tlmf "all men nre endowed
with cwtain , inalienable rii;hu that "
nmonir ihesi are lil'r!v liberty, and tho .

pursuit of bapptnesM that whenvef
anty form of government, heeornP? dff."""'

structive of. these eml., f, ia ihe right
nay, it h the duty of such people to

throw oil' Niich government.' " Again
in the resolutions of ihe Kentucky"
Legisbititre, in 17t)N, dralted by hiiri, j?.
he anya that the several States compbs ,

king the United State of America,
are not united on the principles of un ;

limited submission to their general rov- -

ernment j but that by compact, under
the style and title of a constitution of
the United Stales and of amendments,
thereto ihey constituted a general gov
ernment for special purposes deleg'a
ted to that government certain dolinite
power, reserving each Stale to itnelf
the residuary mns of richt to their ;

'lfsgovernment ; and that whensoever
the general government annuities un
delignletl powers, Ha act are unauthor
iiative, void ami of no (orce ( what to
i Ilia compact, each Stale acceded us a
Sinte, and is an Integral party, ita co- -'

Sinte forminir as to itself ilia oilier i

pnrl v. That Ihe government created,
liy tli is compact wan not madu tho cx
elusive or tiual judga of tho extent of.
he power delegated to iisell't since

ilmt would have made its discretion '

nnd not the constiintion, the measured" "!

of Its power.,' but that, as in all other !

cases of compact ntnong parties hav"' '

ing no common judge, each party has
an equal rifjht. tojudtfe; iJ, iihelf, as
well of infraction, as of the tnodo and ,

meanre ol redress.

And, further on, he sys that to take 1

from the Stales all power of self ttov- -
erntnent and transfer them lo a genfr
al aud consolidated government, with-

ut regard to the spec! il obligation and
reservation aoletnnly ncreed lo in lhat
compact, is not for the peace, and hap.
pines or prosperity ol the Status j

(for which objects the Union wan form "
ed ;) and that here fore, this common i

wealth is as it doubts tot
its s are, not tamely lo submit
to undelegated anil consequently un' t.

limited powers in no man or body of
men on earth :

that it would bn dangerous delusion,
were a confidence in the men of our
choice, to silnnce our fears for the safe '

ty of our rights ; that confidence U ev-

ery where the parent of depot isrh ! free
government U founded in jealousy and
not in confidence, which perscribc
limited constitutions to bind down
those we areotil'tge l to trust with pow-
er. ' In question of power,
then, let no more be heard of confi-
dence in man, but bind tiiin down front
mischief by tho chains of the Consti-
tution, i i .

Modern secessionists claim no more '

nor less, than th r'ghts here defined '

by Jefferson t and het ce they're ho
more Traitors than he was ; and only
h he was, desirous of preserving State
llighisin the Union if possible i but to ,

preserve at all hazards out or in. . In .

; he language id' Jackson the Joctiimi
of State ttighls men is, to contend for
nothing but w hat is rilu j and to sub-
mit to nothing that is wrong. ; .,

The Fuoitivg Slave Law ix M.uiA- - -

chusetts. Loston, Sunday, March 2.-- s- .

A very largo AntUFugitive Slavo Law
meeting of thy ciiizens of Lynn. Mas,,".,
without respect of party, was held in '

that city last Hood"'.1
i , evening.

.
Mayor .....anu mruto a apcecli, in whicatinssKieo, - he considered tho law un

just, inhuman, and not fit to be obey'
ed." He solemnly pledged himself,''
never to lilt a linger in tho work of re- -
turning a fellow msm't slavery ; nei-
ther would ho use his official power
protect stave cutciiers. ': - '

A Series of strong resolutions wire,
passed, ono of which i as follows ;t

lltsvleedi. That the ciLizflua of Lvm
, ""7 " nui- - assist
i ln enslaving otucr. ;

i A meetung in opposition to tho law
i to bn hell iU eveuiag in, Bovcriy,
and another m Spriugiield..ivittirrsw
ntgai. ;

. - - .,...... ..

PUBLISHED BVEBY TltEsDAV MoaNINO.

B Y W. C. IfTJlf.
EaU of tk Prubyttnan marc.

t ... vv.wnrn.LliirtLicis u issued week
l t hree dollars year, if paid in advance,

or four dollars, if payment be delayed until
(be expiration ot six months.

Advistisembnt inserted at ti DO per
square (which is ten lines) for the first inser
tion, ami nay cents ior eacn continuance
The usual discount made to yearly advertisers
Where the number of insertions are not mark
ed, they will be continued during the pleasure
ol tne puDiisner. ana cnarea accordingly.

Announcing Candidates for State offices.
1 10 00; for county offices, ti 00 invariably
in advance.

ON
From the dark and troubled surges

Of the roaring sea of time,
Evermore a word emerges,

Solemn, beautilul, subl'ine;
So of o!'l, from Grecian water,

'Mid the music and the balm,
Rose the dread Olympian's daughter,

Floating on the azure calm.

Evermore the worlds are fading,
Evermore the worlds will bloom,

To refute our weak upbraiding,
To throw brightness on the gloom;

Ever the imperfect passes,
But the perfect ever grows;

Forests sink to drear morasses,
Fairer landscapes to disclose.

All the beauty, all the splendor,
Of the ancient earth and sky

Graceful form and persons tender,
All have passed in silence by.

Man the fairest, Man the youngest,
Man,' the darling of the Uods,

With the weakest, with the strongest,
Travels to the still aoodes.

All his brothers unlamenting,
To the eternal plan conform,

Fall uuquailiii!?, unrepenting,
In the calm and in the storm,

Man, too, with a quiet bearing,
With brave heart and steadfast eye,

Undisturbed and undespairing.
Yes, with uoble joy, must die!

j Has he shared what nature proffered?
f . Gladly taken what she cave?
, Now the one last gift is offered

Let him take that gift the grave.
c; With a grand renunciation

' Let him leave to earth and sun '

For another generation
All the good that he hath done.

Knowing that the laws eternal
Never, never can deceive ;

Raised above the sphere diurnal,
And too noble, far, to grieve.

Glad that he has been the agent
Of the universal heart,

That in life's majestic pageant,
He has played no worthless part.

So a great and holy feeling
Shall sustain his human soul,

And a silent strength revealing
Shall the part the whole.

It shall change, but shall not perish,
Now in life and now in death,

For what most we love and cherish,
Dies to breathe a nobler breath.

Governor Foindexter! Letter.

Jackson, March 24, 1851
Gentlemen : I have had the honor to re

ceive your communication of loin nisi., in
forming me :f my nomination by a conven
tion styled " The Southern Rights Conven-
tion" us one of the candidates for the coun
ty of Hinds, for a scat in the Convention of
Delegates, to be chosen in bepteniber next,
from the several counties ot this Mate, ac
cording to the provisions of au act of the
General Assembly, approved Nov. 30, 1850.

With fceliugs of grateful sensibility for
this manifestation of the confidence reposed
in me by the members of the Southern
Rights ' onvention," whom you represent,
1 have maturely considered the proposition
submitted to me, to become a candidate for
this Convention, and have now the honor to
make known to you the result of my re flee- -

tions on this subject
My political labors in this country, d

under a territorial form of govern-
ment, nearly half a century past; and I
may say, with perfect truth, the hest years
of my life ha e been assiduously devoted to
tie advancement of the liberty, prosperity

AUu haDDineOA rtf ttiA nonnla nf IMiastacinni
more than fifteen years past, 1 have ceased

to be connected with the discharge of offi- -
cial duties in this Stnta fln ii oai2 anil Ann.
siderations of which, it does not become me
to speak, But at all times, and under all
circumstances, I consider myself bound, at
tne can ot my teuow-citizen- to devote my-
self, according to the best of my ability, to
their service ou all occasions iu which such
service may, in any manner, contribute to
the preservation of their rights, or the ad-

vancement of their welfare. .,

Whither the crisis has arisen in which my
services, and the experience of a long life
much of which has been speut in the coun-
cils of the nation can be of practical ben-f- it

to the country, is a matter concerning
which I feel great diffidence in offering a
ueciaed opinion; but considerations, con
nected with the advanced period of my life.
no consequent physical inability to endure

tabor aud fatigue of an active politics
iipaigu, admonish tne that the time has
ived when prudeuce and propriety would

ctate my withdrawal from all political
flicu, and especially such as lead to pan-7- a

controversies, calculaed more to
se the angry passions than to enlighten

""publid mind, and perpetuate, on a eolid

npy much of my atteunou, together with
uy physical tiiabi.it y obliges me, very

to a--k to excused from euiei
ii'X iu'o the canvas for the proposed Con-Tt'itio-

.1 pmg, wiih all my heart, that South-

ern Kighta may be equally respected with
i he rtghlsofall the Other Slates ol the Union
nnd that your de litem lions may tend. Mil.

taiiualiy, to p ace these rights on a founda-

tion not to be shaken by luctiotiur intrigue,
I beg you to be a. sttred of ihe great respect
and consideration wiih which I am your
ineiid aud fellow citizen,

GEO FOINDEXTER.

Slavery in the tDih.
A northerner, upon his first arrival in the

Eolith, is' apt to be horrified at the aspect of
aveiy. In descending the river, he

upon the lower deck of the teamer
ilmt is bearing him along a crowd of slaves
wuo are being carried to the southern mart.
At once gloomy visious of rupiured friend-
ship, and sundered ties of relationship, spreud
upon his mind. He finds the poor creatures
listening in dismay to t he ynru- - of some
heartless boatman, who informs them that
cotton seed is the main slave provender iu
the South. Sometime the steamer stops
at a plantation, for the trader has uegotiHted
a sale with a pnsseuger. The planter takes
his subject of Durcbase on shore, aud our
traveller sees the poor black in tears at the
moment of leaving the companions of his
voyage. Then again for fear of anv of the
dusky crew effecting escape, he detects a

guard at each of the landing places. In
addition to this, iu case of misconduct, he
sees a few blows inflicted upon he negro's
back. lie finds it extremely dniiouit to
reconcile all this with hi preconceived
idea ot human righu. But this is Yio't all.

.()ur northern frieud goes dowH to the Third
Municiualiiv nnd sees. Maniliuir iu rows. uu.
merous groups of blacks of boih sexes,
.trflchiii'' aiotw the pavement.. Thcv are
exposed lor sale as a horse, or Other article
nf irmle. He filter ths Arcade mid a
merry-face- d auctioneer is crying the merits
0f a lave, who stands upon the platform by

wide. All this horrifies him, and he
w mders that men can be so cruel.

Time eliinscs. and our northerner has em--

barked in business, lie conceals his senii- -

incuts about slavery, for he wishes to de- -

tect the working of tin whole svsiem. In- -
fore he expresses himself. His drayman is
a slave. From the hecessry of the case,
J,e was compelled to employ him. Before
he is aware ol the state of his feelings, lit
finds an attachment springing up towards
tfie rascal, for he is shrewd, attentive, in- -

dustrious, respectful, and so excessively
merry-hearte- d that he is always whistling.
m a very short time, our prejudiced friend
j heard to declare that he would not ex- -

change Sambo for all the Yankees in chris- -

tendoin. John, the waiter at his boarding-hous- e,

i so excessively polite that he gave
him a dime one day alter dinner. This

multiplied John's assiduities to such
au extent, that he has found himself under
the uecessity of bestowing ujjod the black
rogue all his old clothes. Frequently, in
his bed-roo- he detects himself cracking
waggeries with the fellow. John i so ob-

liging, so honest, aud withal so frisky and
cheerful, that he really loves him more thau
tin . r rliil iurvitnl ItAfnrft.

I4 miiw asked John, if he should like to
i. r,.. ..m, ,i, ru.M i, nt

then there were so many free niggers 'so bad
and so dirty, that he diJ not know but he
would rather remain a gentleman and be as
he is " John speaks of his master and mis
tres iu the most affectionate term, and fre-

quently begs some change from our frieuds

that he may make presents to tne children
k ...l.,,n,...,fn..ri..rLhHrn friend

i i.,.,.k ,ium uMih hut two front

..!. ... u.tmn..ni
of piety. Ugarrilousou the subject, aud has'.,?i .,..ii,.n. i,. d,r,,.i irvnnr
t.-- r.i i.w...;n. Sh ,pii!
i.:... ,i.. u, ..ni rn,i ilia word

.o her every Sunday, and she congratulate
herseit that he is not as bad as other uig-- 1

new i" She i. correct u. her account,
i..! fn, v.

that she and missis i poor." In spi- t- of .

himself our friend really affectionaies the ;

I u j..fc- - o,.. .t l.o. rBanliP,l In nmke
.' .

her a fine Christmas present. Uis preju- -,.,,, awav. and he betiut to

think of purchasing a boy. He is particu
larly struck wuh Hie happy temperament oi

the slave, his carelessness lor the future, hi

ing to continue iu pub ic life, at the age of
threescore and ten and upwards, to loin- -

promise away whai little fame may haw
acquired, aud long wiih it the

rights of my fellow-citizen- s

Examples of this kind have fallen un !(

my ohsctvaiion, and are to le found in our
political annals; bin 1 do not fo iow tlit-m- .

The duties to be periormed, cannot result in

consequeiiv es injurious to the great interest
eace and tranquility of the Stale, or the

confederacy; but may be productive of ben
efits in preserving from overthrow, our Fed-

eral Union which. Inpix-i- i when it may,
will precipitate this greai Repuhbc into
vortex of evils from u liieh it vi;i be di'
cult for the wisdom. im eiation hih! par:
otism ol die best anil wisest
the Nation to extiicaie it.

The Con i cm ion, when assembled. ur
required by ilieaci under which it is ca el
to proceed to " cousidei the then exi. lin:
relations between ihe Government ol

Stales, and the Government an-- l

he people of the State of Mississippi "

This eonsideraiion is to be directed to
the action of the Government of the ("mi-te-

d

Slates, and ihe wrongs, (if any,) which
have been indicted by that Government, in
violation of the Constitution on the South
ern States ot the Confederacy ; and if so.
of the means and measure of redress and
security and finally, to adopt such meas
ures for vindicating the sovereignty of the
State, and the protection of its institutions
as shall app ar to them to be demanded. 1

could have no hesitation in eniering upon
the duties thus assigned to nie, to be per-

formed as a member of this Convenii n,
without the slightest apprehension of mis.
chief to the Republic, cither as to its per
petuity or Us primitive nrgnuizatiou.

It would I ecome my province to look at
the state of the Union, existing at the date
of the assembling of the Convention and
if ai that dale, the political sky is clear if

the clouds which may, prior to that dale,
have obscured the sun of our national g ory
and the equal rights of the members
comprising the confederacy shall have been
dispelled, and the prospect before us opens
the vista of equality and justice,. and of
peace and tranquility among the Stales of
this Union, my duties us a member of this
Convention, under such a state of fact-- .

wii have ended, save on y to Announce the
p ensing intelligence to inose ivnont l snou i

have the honor to represent.
In ihe choice of members of thi- - Conven

tion, no party organization won d seem to
be. required. The state of ihe country, its
constitution find laws, and the preservation

f both from infraction, by means of which
j istice and equality may be secured to aii
its parts, assuredly involves no puny princi
ples or measures, unless the uiirtiisouab'e
supposition should be entertained thai there
is a party in this country who seek to reach
the climax of despotic power, under t he
guise of "Union," or another parly who
have organized for the purpi-- e of abrogat-
ing both the Constitution and the iaws,
made in pursuance thereo", and thereby
prostrate our existing form of government
undei the popular cognomen of Democracy.
The existence of such parties, or either of
them, is not to be credited ; and therefore,
as a member of the Convention, my duiies
would be confined to a broad aud general
view of the conditiou of the whole country,
and of Its parts, in reference to constitution-a- 1

rights and responsibilities, and so to act,
if practicable, as to transmit this Govern-
ment, unimpaired, to our posterity. But
even if driven to the last alternative, I would
meet the painful necessity of providing for
the honor aud safety of the State to which
I belong, and of other States having simlar
institutions ard interests. These duties soar
a sightless distance above the grovel ling and

j contemptible struggles of parties seeking to
obtain political power, at the sacrifice of
everything held sacred by that portion of
the Uuiou whose confidence they have ob-

tained and abused. No party considerations,
new or old, ought to find a place in this
Convention, if it be intended to secure the
future peace and tranquility of the Republic.

The attempt is made to fasten on the
public mind in the approachiug elec'ion of
member to this Convention, a discrimina
tion between parties, under the designation
" Union " and " Disunion ''laying aside
all the causes which have produced the con
vulsions and agitations which have threat
ened the stability of this Government for
several years past. In my judgment, such
an issue is, in its very terms, insulting to
the people of these confederated States, and
a disgrace to the American name. It un- -

plies a distrust of the fidelity of the free peo
ple to the institutions which constitute the
guarantee of their liberties, and which were
established by the wisdom and virtue of our
ancestors, by whose valor the independence
oi tne uation was achieved.

Tha feeling of attachment to the Gov- -

eminent runs through the veins of every
American citizen, aud is of a character too
sacred to be put in issue to subserve the
purpoies of unholy ambition. I would Uusi
no man with any high political duty, wh
had no better claim to my confidence than
the assumed distinction of a sell-s-ty leu

Union man;" nor wouid. I presume to
oocribe to any citizen the desigu wauiou v

to sever the Union of these State, while i.
is practicable to maintain it, according to

ii
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Constitution or not; aud the worst of ail warm attachment under good treatment, his

treason is, to express opinions unfavorable gratitude for the smallest favors, bis devoted

to those acts which are deuoiniuated, par interest in ail that concern nis rruwer, and

excellence, the glorious compromise." hi prankful disposition. , At first he was

I shall pay my resjiecu to these lofty mea- - disposed to tniie at the frequent contrast
nre and their advocates, at the first leisure which the fellow institutes between his own

.noineut; and I may add the couso.auou to and lb situation of others with whom he

uyself, that if Rome must tail, I am iuuo M brought in contact, but reflection con-eu- t.

, viuces our frieud that the siave iu Louisiana
In fulfilling thi task, I trust it will be u more to be envied than thousands of free

eeo that discarding a.l cousideraiiuus not persons that he has' aeon in the northern
ouuected With the integrity of our free in Siai.""'"Ny, when worn and haggard wiih

luutious, it hali be my province to spread the toil and disappoinunenta oi the day,

over the country morel influence better be romctuaea wisnte thai ne funveif we
m ';-. , vJr t ; ; - : r

nfake the very tightest master in.Ueatiule
country. A shrewed n.gger " will lake
to lb woods any time, wheu ho hears thai
hi "young iiiissi," or the 'widow,'! is

about toraar7a Yar.kce for he

know that bard tnnesari coming uu more


